
  



  



PROGRAMME 
 

Leeds University Union Music Society proudly presents: 
 
LUUMS Sinfonia (Conducted by Matt Boucher & Jamie Carrick) 
 

Émile Waldteufel 
Skater’s Waltz 

 
 

Jean Sibelius 
Finlandia 

 
 

Alan Silvestri 
Polar Express 

 
 
 Jean Sibelius 
  Karelia Suite Movement III: Alla Marcia 
 
 

Gustav Holst & Cecil Spring Rice (arr. Geogg Knorr) 
  I Vow To Thee, My Country 
 
 
 Meredith Willson (arr. Matt Boucher) 
  It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas 
 

 
 
INTERVAL 
 
LUUMS Symphonic Choir (Conducted by Amy Howe) 

 
Anton Bruckner 

Locus Iste 
 



PROGRAMME 
 
John Rutter 

A Gaelic Blessing 
 
 
Ola Gjeilo 

Ubi Caritas 
 
 
Benjamin Britten (arr. J. Harrison) (Soloist – Rebecca Eldred) 

A Ceremony Of Carols Op.28 
 II.  Wolcum Yole! 
 
 III. There Is No Rose 
 
 IVb.  Balulalow 

 
 
Karl Edh 

Ave Maris Stella 
 
 
Gabriel Fauré 
 Cantique de Jean Racine Op.11 
 
 
Harold Darke 
 In The Bleak Midwinter 
 
 
Amy Beach 

Peace I Leave With You 
 

  



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Sinfonia 
 

LUUMS Sinfonia (Conducted by Matt Boucher & Jamie Carrick) 
 
Émile Waldteufel 

Skater’s Waltz 
 

This dance was meant to capture the atmosphere of a winter’s day skating on the 
frozen Seine in Paris. The instruments bounce between melodies much like the 
skaters interweaving around on the ice. 
 
 
Jean Sibelius 

Finlandia 
 
Finlandia is probably the most widely known of all the compositions of Jean 
Sibelius. The piece sets out to represent Finland in the eyes of Sibelius, with vast, 
beautiful forests depicted by the famous Finlandia Hymn, contrasted with 
grandiose tremolo in the second section. 
 
 
Alan Silvestri 

Polar Express 
 
The blockbuster Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard film score has now been 
masterfully scored for concert full orchestra. The Polar Express medley includes 
"Believe", "The Polar Express", "When Christmas Comes to Town", and "Spirit of 
the Season”. 
 
 
Jean Sibelius 

Karelia Suite Movement III: Alla Marcia 
 
A beautiful march named after the region of Russia & Finland. It’s well known 
that Sibelius held fervent views about his country’s position under Russian 
dominance, and was passionate about this particular area that embodied the 
oldest and most respected aspects of Finnish culture. 

 



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Sinfonia 
 
Gustav Holst 
 I Vow To Thee, My Country 
 
With the main “Thaxted” theme mostly being recognised from Holst’s epic 
planet, “Jupiter”, I Vow To Thee, My Country has become somewhat of a British 
anthem. Performed at Princess Diana’s wedding & again at her funeral, the tune 
evolved into something charged with emotion and pride in many people’s hearts. 
This particular arrangement was originally made for the video game Civilization 
V, whose musical themes are chosen as ones that decidedly embody a nation & 
civilisation. 
 
 
Meredith Willson (arr. Matt Boucher) 
 It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas 
 
It may still be November but as you’ve probably noticed, it’s already beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas! As a festive finale, we bring you some warm, jazzy and 
hopefully Christmassy, feel-good vibes with our symphonic rendition of Bublé’s 
2011 hit, complete with Darius Oraee as our Mr Bublé from LUU Big Band/The 
Arrhythmics! Feel free to sing along for the last verse and we wish you all a very 
merry Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Symphonic Choir 
 
LUUMS Symphonic Choir (Conducted by Amy Howe) 
 
Anton Bruckner 

Locus Iste 
 
Locus Iste is a sacred, unaccompanied motet composed by Anton Bruckner in 
1869. The text is the Latin gradual Locus iste for Kirchweih, the annual celebration 
of a church's dedication. The incipit, Locus iste a Deo factus est, translates to "This 
place was made by God". Bruckner set it originally for SATB choir for the 
dedication of the Votivkapelle (votive chapel) at the New Cathedral in Linz, 
Austria, where he had been a cathedral organist. 
 
 
John Rutter 

A Gaelic Blessing 
 
This tranquil piece by John Rutter was originally written for four vocal parts and 
organ/orchestral accompaniment. It was commissioned by the Chancel Choir of 
First United Methodist Church, Omaha, Nebraska and was first published in 1978. 
The text is based in a format not dissimilar to that found in some Celtic Christian 
prayers and songs. 
 
 
Ola Gjeilo 

Ubi Caritas 
 
Composer and pianist Ola Gjeilo’s entrancing setting of Ubi Caritas takes 
inspiration from traditional Gregorian chant. It is regarded as one of the first 
breakthrough works for Gjeilo in America as a result of it’s beautiful harmonic 
colours. The piece was composed in 1999 after he was influenced by Duruflé’s 
work of the same name. 
 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Symphonic Choir 
 
Benjamin Britten (arr. J. Harrison) 

A Ceremony Of Carols Op.28 
 
With Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols being a favourite among the choir’s 
executive team, we wanted to give a few movements a go for this concert, 
especially with it almost being winter! The extended choral composition, 
composed in 1942, comprises 11 movements written originally for 3-part treble 
chorus, solo voices and harp. The text is mostly in Middle English with snippets 
of Latin and Early Modern English. ‘Wolcum Yole!’ is the second movement in the 
work and is intended to welcome the important days of the period, for example 
Yule, New Year and Candlemas. We are then going to follow with ‘There is no 
rose’, the third movement, which dates to the early 15th century. It presents a 
more worshipful tone than the previous movement as the choir admires the 
beauty of the birth of Jesus. The text in this is both in English and Latin. The third 
movement the choir will sing is number IVb, ‘Balulalow’. It is intended as a lullaby 
sung by The Virgin Mary for the baby Jesus and will feature soprano soloist 
Rebecca Eldred. 
 
 
Karl Edh 
 Ave Maris Stella 
 
Ave, the star of the sea, the soul of the mother of God 
The eternal virgin, the happy gate of heaven 
Loose the bonds of the guilty 
GIve light to the blind, hide our evils,  
Ask for all virtues, the virtues of the meek 
Make us meek and chaste, freed from our faults 
Praise be to the supreme, Christ 
To the Holy Spirit, to be honoured by the tribe 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAMME NOTES – LUUMS Symphonic Choir 
 
Gabriel Fauré 
 Cantique de Jean Racine Op.11 
 
Faure composed this piece in 1864 when he was just 19. It was first performed in 
1866 on the dedication of the new organ of the Saint-Sauveur Montivilliers 
Abbey. The inspiring French text, “"Verbe égal au Très-Haut" (in English, “Word, 
one with the Highest”) was written by Jean Racine in 1688 and discusses the glory 
of Christ and the heavens.  
 
 
Harold Darke 
 In The Bleak Midwinter 
 
Harold Darke’s 1911 setting of the popular carol written is one of the most widely 
performed versions by choirs today. It was named the best Christmas carol in a 
poll of some of the world's leading choirmasters and experts in 2008. The text “In 
the Bleak Midwinter” is a poem by poet Christina Rosetti that was published in 
1872.  
 
 
Amy Beach 
 Peace I Leave With You 
 
American composer Amy Beach’s responsary Peace I Leave With You was 
published in 1891 and has religious text set to a simple harmony. Beach was the 
first successful female composer of a large-scale art work in America with her 
Gaelic Symphony (Symphony in E Minor) in 1892. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



ENSEMBLE BIOGRAPHY – LUUMS Sinfonia 
 

Sinfonia is a non-auditioned symphony orchestra with focus on a big sound and 
exciting music. Our exciting and diverse repertoire encompasses a wide array of 
styles and genres, including classical, film, game & theatre scores. The casual 
atmosphere allows players of all skill levels to feel welcomed and improve their 
abilities, taking pride in being part of an orchestra that can produce music like 
this. 
 

Conductor, Jamie, has been actively 
involved in LUUMS throughout his time in 
Leeds, joining Sinfonia, which gave him an 
opportunity to play percussion and 
generally cause hearing damage to the rest 
of the orchestra (especially on the timpani 
which he will not stop going on about). His 
favourite LUUMS experience so far has 
been going on tour at the last minute to 
Scotland with the Symphony Orchestra 
when they needed an extra player. 

 
Matt is a third year MEng Medical 
Engineering student from an ancient 
medieval town in East Kent. He’s had a 
blast ever since playing in a variety of 
LUUMS ensembles including Sinfonia, 
Symphony Orchestra, Symphonic Wind 
Orchestra, Brass Band and Concert Band, 
alongside many others. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PERFORMERS – LUUMS Sinfonia 
 

Conductor: Jamie Carrick & Matt Boucher 
Managers: Ben Mitchell & François Van Cauwenbergh 

 
Violin 1 
Ben Mitchell 
Maddie Hill 
Leah Ng 
Emily Skelson 
Aleo Melvin 
Sasha Friedenthal 
Anya Tee 
Olivia Hemmings 
Rebecca Bailey  
Eaine 
 
Violin 2 
Rebecca Eldred 
Naomi Simms 
Hannah Walker 
Freya Smith 
Jennifer Ridgewell 
Jie Wey Kong 
Laura Cipolotti 
 
Viola 
Olivia Barnes 
François Van Cauwenbergh 
Tasuku Azuma 
Rebecca Nisbet 
Caroline Carter 
Jonathan Nicholls 
Leah Higgins 
 
Cello 
Rebecca Lackey 
Kate Johnson 
Olivia Davies 
Tian Morley 
Melody Zhu 
 
Clarinet 
Ria Sharma 
Rebecca Chadwick 
Jo An Lee 
Lily Fehim 
Jo An lee 
Julia Webb 

 
Flute 
Rosie Tennant 
Emma Creaton 
Emily Pidcock 
Amy Wildish 
Eva James 
Joey Esquejo 
Anna Dolan 
 
Oboe 
Abigail Yates (+ Cor Anglais) 
Ruby Davies 
 
Bassoon 
Jenny Chandler 
Jo Fountain 
 
French Horn 
Alex Kent 
Ryan Lam 
Gethin Elis 
 
Trombone 
David Richardson 
Peter wing 
Charlie Terry 
 
Trumpet 
Tom Proctor (+ Bass Clarinet & Alto Sax) 
Tommy Worth 
Samuel Brown (Cornet) 
 
Percussion 
Jamie Carrick 
Nelly Sadarova 
Bruce Hygate 
 
Piano 
Katie Ryding 
 
Vocals 
Darius Oraee 
 



ENSEMBLE BIOGRAPHY – LUUMS Symphonic Choir 
 
LUUMS Symphonic Choir is one of two non-auditioned choirs within the society. 
We pride ourselves on giving our members the experience to perform a wide 
variety of interesting repertoire that challenges and inspires them whilst also 
providing a fun and encouraging atmosphere. In previous concerts, the choir has 
performed music by Faure, Whitacre, Vivaldi and Gjeilo. We welcome both 
undergraduate and postgraduate level students as well as members from the 
wider Leeds community! We rehearse from 5-7pm in the School of Music 
Rehearsal Hall. 

 
Conductor, Amy, is a third year BA Music student 
from Birmingham. Coming from a very musical 
family, she began her journey playing the violin 
at age 7, going on to play in many ensembles 
such as the CBSO Youth Orchestra. She later 
discovered her love for singing when she joined 
the CBSO choral family, singing with both the 
Children's and Youth choirs. She has been 
involved in so many exciting choral projects 

since, singing at the BBC Proms and on tours to Germany and France being 
highlights. In Leeds, she holds a Choral Scholarship at the Cathedral. Along with 
violin and voice, she also dabbles in flute and piano. Aside from her musical 
activities, Amy enjoys cooking, and baking whatever new vegan goodies she can 
find! Amy has absolutely loved being involved in LUUMs for the last 2 years, being 
part of both the Chamber and Symphonic Choirs as well as Symph, and is loving 
conducting the choir so far this year! 
 

  



PERFORMERS – LUUMS Brass Band 
 

Conductor: Amy Howe  
Managers: Megan Richardson & Shivani Pargal  

  
Soprano 
Annis Archer 
Lucy Ayres 
Sarah Cole 
Ruby Davies 
Beth Dunbar 
Rebecca Eldred 
Ruth Field 
Mica Gerrard 
Lizzy Hanlon 
Molly Lucas 
Jenny Lucking 
Emmeline Macdonald 
Aleo Melvin 
Megan Richardson 
Stella Russo 
Angelina Smith 
Abi Turner 
Eszter Vida 
Astrid Welford 
Rachael Wells 
Celina Worraker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alto 
Ceren Abbatt 
Nia Bartlett 
Angelina Bonetti 
Ririka Hirohashi 
Niki Kemp 
Ellen McDonald 
Tatjana Retter 
Katie Ryding 
Nelly Sadarova 
Beth Salisbury 
Naomi Simms 
Charlotte Stephens 
Flora Stinson 
Ros Wartnaby 
Leah Welsh 
 
Tenor 
Ruben Butterfield-Macpherson 
Conall Deane 
Oliver Heath 
Shivani Pargal 
 
Bass 
Matthew Dawswell 
Joe Edwards 
Ben Frampton 
Guy Laville 
François Van Cauwenbergh 
Matt Vine 
 
Accompanist 
George Pilling 



A WORD FROM OUR HONOURARY PATRON 
 

My first contact with LUUMS was whilst working 
one Saturday early in December 2004. It turned 
out that there was a concert that evening featuring 
LUUMS Wind Band (now Concert Band) and the 
LUUMS Chorus. There was a final rehearsal for the 
concert during the afternoon. I was so impressed 
with the standard that I rang my wife and asked her 
if she fancied a concert that evening. I could 
immediately tell just how dedicated the society 
members were (and still are) about everything that 
they do. I have since made a point of getting to as 
many of the society's concerts as I can.  

 
The way the society operates, run entirely by our students in their own time, 

is truly a pleasure to behold. Around Christmas 2006, when the society first rolled out 
the idea of "Friends of LUUMS", I had no hesitation in signing up, deciding that I would 
make an annual donation. I was initially disappointed to find that I was the only person 
who had taken up the idea. Since then the society has worked harder to promote 
”Friends of LUUMS". They also introduced the concept of becoming a "Patron" of the 
society for a larger donation. I simply continued to make my annual donation as a 
"Friend" of the society. I felt deeply honoured in December 2011 when I discovered, 
on reading the programme for the first LUUMS concert of the academic year, that the 
society had credited me with the title "Honorary Patron".  

 
As I have already hinted at, these young people are a credit to the University 

and to their families, but most of all to themselves. The hard work and dedication they 
put into ensuring the society continues to run in the excellent way that it does really 
does them justice. To put this into perspective, during the society's annual Charity 
Concert at Leeds Town Hall in March 2011, a gentleman sitting next to me in the 
audience leaned over and said "This is as good as any professional orchestra". That, to 
me, says all that needs to be said. I feel privileged to associate myself with the Leeds 
University Union Music Society. 

 
Dave Jackson 
 
 
 



Thank You! 
 

LUUMS would like to thank our Friends and Patrons: 
Honorary Patron of LUUMS 

Dave Jackson 
Lifetime Patrons of LUUMS 

Joanne Welch and Michael Silverleaf 
Patrons of LUUMS 

Catherine and Colin Richardson 
Friends of LUUMS 

Kieran Cooper and Simon Palmer 
 

If you would like to know more about supporting our society or would like to become a 
friend of LUUMS, please contact our fundraising officer, Jennie  

at luums.fundraising@gmail.com. 
 

All of our ensembles within LUUMS do some wonderful things. To keep you up to date we 
release a termly newsletter. If you are interested, please ask one of the members of the 
committee to be added to the mailing list or email luums.fundraising@gmail.com to be 

added to the mailing list. 
 

LUUMS Executive Committee 
President – Elizabeth Dixon 

Secretary – Annis Archer 
Treasurer – Bibi Thomas Gándara  
Concerts Manager – Alice Waters 

Publicity Officer – Romy Leach 
Social Secretary – Cess Graham  

Fundraising and Sponsorship –  Jennie Bodger  
Departmental Officer –  Gethin Elis  

Freshers Representative – Oliver Heath 
Postgrad Representative – Maya Abbas 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
 
If you enjoyed this concert, why not come along to another? Here are the dates 
for the rest of the concerts in our Winter Concert Series: 
 

Symphony Orchestra 
Saturday 3rd December, 5pm 

The Refectory, Leeds University Union 
 

Composer’s Collective 
Sunday 4th December, 3pm 

Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCAN THE QR CODE TO BUY TICKETS FOR UPCOMING CONCERTS 
 

www.luums.org 
 
 


